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About Our Liturgy

We are all creatures of habit. Habits and
rhythms shape who we are. Our Sunday
gatherings are designed to help us press the
story of Jesus into our souls and change who
we are by repeating that same story over

and over again.

Every week we gather to remember and
celebrate these same old gospel truths: that
we are sinners but we have a great savior.
That the death and resurrection of Jesus
brought his kingdom here. That we have
been adopted into the family of God. That
he has called us to love each other and our
city. That we were created for a perfect

world, and that this world is not all there is.

So we invite you to participate with us as a

group of imperfect people who tell the same

story over and over again, the story of King

Jesus.




Call To Worship

Singing

* The American author David Foster Wallace wrote, “In the day-to-day trenches of
adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such thing as not
worshiping. Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship.” This is
a powerful statement from a man who was not a follower of Jesus. He was 100%
correct. We all have something at the center of our lives. Something that we believe
will make us happy. Something that will fulfill us. Even those who follow Jesus often
find that we are serving idols, something that ultimately won't fulfill us.

The gospel story tells us what will: Jesus Christ. Only he can fulfill us. Only he can
redeem us. Only he can heal our deep spiritual wounds. Only he can give hope.
Serving him as king is why we were created. This is why we open our gatherings with
worship. Music touches our souls in a way that nothing else can. And so we use music
as the people of God have done for thousands of years to remind ourselves that we

serve and amazing King and that only he should be at the center of our lives.




VISITOR CONNECT

new here?

let us know who you are

porchsf.com/sunday

subscribe to the podcast
porchsf.com/sermons

* One of the beautiful facets of the gospel is how it brings all kinds of people
together (Galatians 3:28). We are God's people. We are called to live our lives
together and to love one another. In this part of our gathering, we celebrate this
truth. We pray for each other. We chat while getting coffee and tea. We talk about

what's going on in the life of the family.



https://www.porchsf.com/sunday
https://www.porchsf.com/sermons
https://www.porchsf.com/welcome#new-page-2

tratum

Ioundatlor

11INE



https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2023/01/28/superbowl
https://www.porchsf.com/give
https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2022/12/10/spring

Prayer

Monthly Schedule

Week 1: We read a prayer from church history.
Week 2: We take requests and pray for each other.
Week 3: Congregational Prayer.

Week 4: Praying the Psalms.

Week 5: We take requests and pray for each other.

Coffee

This quick time of greeting isn't a break in the
worship but rather a continuation of our worship.
Take five minutes to grab a cup of coffee and say

hello to someone you haven't met yet.




Question 3: How many persons are there in
God?

Answer: There are three persons in the one true and
living God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
They are the same in substance, equal in power and

glory.

g Micah 6:6-9 (ESV)

“With what shall | come before the Lord,

and bow myself before God on high?

Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you but
to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?

* 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, "All Seripture is inspired by God and is profitable for
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work." God's word is precious.
This time is less about the words of the preacher and more about the words of God.
So here at The Porch we usually go through an entire book of the Bible verse by
verse. We want to soak up the truth. We want to see Jesus on every page. We want
to know the gospel better than we did yesterday. When that happens, we will be
more loving, more humble, more hopeful, more joyful, and more blown away by

what we learn about our King


http://newcitycatechism.com/new-city-catechism/#3

Tim Keller "Just as it is ridiculous to build a

beautiful house if nobody lives in it, and just as it is
ridiculous and of no use preparing this incredible,
beautiful meal if nobody ever eats it, and just as it is silly
to build a wonderful bomb to blast through a mountain so
you can build a road if you build it without a detonator, so
the birth, the death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ are of
no use without the ascension, for the ascension is the
detonator for everything else Jesus Christ did.The
ascension is that which takes what Jesus Christ was and
did on earth and releases it into the universe and into your
lives with all of its healing power.”

Luke 24:44-53 Then he said to them, “These are my
words that | spoke to you while | was still with you, that
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he
opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and
said to them, “"Thus it is written, that the Christ should
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that
repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And
behold, | am sending the promise of my Father upon you.
But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from
on high.” 50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and
lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed
them, he parted from them and was carried up into
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the
temple blessing God.

John 14:25-28 "These things | have spoken to you while |
am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all
things and bring to your remembrance all that | have said
to you. 27 Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you.
Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.



28 You heard me say to you, 'l am going away,
and | will come to you.” If you loved me, you
would have rejoiced, because | am going to the
Father, for the Father is greater than I.”

Acts 1:8 "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.”

Acts 1:9-11 And when he had said these things, as they
were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him
out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in
white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.”

Idea #1 The ascension means Jesus is the king.

Hebrews 1:3; 8-9 He is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high... 8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne,
O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is
the scepter of your kingdom. 9 You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your
God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond
your companions.”

Idea #2 The ascension means Jesus relates to his people
in a more powerful way.

John 21:17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he
said to him the third time, "Do you love me?” and he said
to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”



Tim Keller “Not only does the ascension actually
do the opposite of what the apostles thought, the
ascension is not the absence of Christ. It's the
increased and heightened presence of Christ.The
ascension is not the loss of his leadership, intimacy, and
protection but the infinite magnification of it.”

John Pollock, The Master “Above all else, John
had an overwhelming, exquisite feeling that Jesus
was in the room--not merely in the room but right
within him. Jesus was back, as he had promised: 'l
will not leave you orphans,’ he had said. 'l will
come to you... We will come to you and make our
home in you.""

Idea #3 The ascension means that Jesus speaks through
his people.

Acts 1:1 In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with
all that Jesus began to do and teach,”

Ephesians 4:20-21 But that is not the way you learned
Christl— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and
were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus,

Ephesians 2:17-18 And he came and preached peace to
you who were far off and peace to those who were near.
18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to
the Father.

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.””

Idea #4 Jesus' ascension isn't permanent

Acts 1:11 ...and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as

you saw him go into heaven.”


https://www.amazon.com/Master-Life-Jesus-John-Pollock/dp/0896932443/

Singing

* In the sermon we listened to the gospel preached. Here, we
respond with worship. We sing the praises of the God who has
saved us and given us hope.

Confession & Lament
Communion
Singing

* The gospel is not the story of what we do to earn God's love. The
gospel is the story of what God has done to bring us back to life.
The problem is that we are forgetful and we all constantly slip into
moralism where we think that we need to live a certain way to earn
God's love. This is the time in our gathering where we intentionally
confess our sin and take communion to remind us of the grace of
God. We remember that we are not redeemed by doing anything.

We are redeemed by the death of Jesus in our place.

Benediction
| Corinthians 15:58

= Therefore, my beloved brothers, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in
the Lord your labor is not in vain.

*We are not just followers of King Jesus for a few hours on Sunday
morning. We are ambassadors of his kingdom everywhere we go.
With our families. At work. With our friends and neighbors. So every
week, we finish our gatherings by remembering that we represent
him everywhere we go and that we are called to radically love

people so that they see him in our lives.
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https://www.porchsf.com/welcome

