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About Our Liturgy

We are all creatures of habit. Habits and
rhythms shape who we are. Our Sunday
gatherings are designed to help us press the
story of Jesus into our souls and change who
we are by repeating that same story over

and over again.

Every week we gather to remember and
celebrate these same old gospel truths: that
we are sinners but we have a great savior.
That the death and resurrection of Jesus
brought his kingdom here. That we have
been adopted into the family of God. That
he has called us to love each other and our
city. That we were created for a perfect

world, and that this world is not all there is.

So we invite you to participate with us as a

group of imperfect people who tell the same

story over and over again, the story of King

Jesus.




Call To Worship

Singing

* The American author David Foster Wallace wrote, “In the day-to-day trenches of
adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such thing as not
worshiping. Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship.” This is
a powerful statement from a man who was not a follower of Jesus. He was 100%
correct. We all have something at the center of our lives. Something that we believe
will make us happy. Something that will fulfill us. Even those who follow Jesus often
find that we are serving idols, something that ultimately won't fulfill us.

The gospel story tells us what will: Jesus Christ. Only he can fulfill us. Only he can
redeem us. Only he can heal our deep spiritual wounds. Only he can give hope.
Serving him as king is why we were created. This is why we open our gatherings with
worship. Music touches our souls in a way that nothing else can. And so we use music
as the people of God have done for thousands of years to remind ourselves that we

serve and amazing King and that only he should be at the center of our lives.




VISITOR CONNECT

new here?

let us know who you are

porchsf.com/sunday

subscribe to the podcast
porchsf.com/sermons

* One of the beautiful facets of the gospel is how it brings all kinds of people
together (Galatians 3:28). We are God's people. We are called to live our lives
together and to love one another. In this part of our gathering, we celebrate this
truth. We pray for each other. We chat while getting coffee and tea. We talk about

what's going on in the life of the family.



https://www.porchsf.com/sunday
https://www.porchsf.com/sermons
https://www.porchsf.com/welcome#new-page-2
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https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2022/12/10/spring
https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2022/12/10/spring
https://www.porchsf.com/give

Prayer

Monthly Schedule

Week 1: We read a prayer from church history.
Week 2: We take requests and pray for each other.
Week 3: Congregational Prayer.

Week 4: Praying the Psalms.

Week 5: We take requests and pray for each other.

Coffee

This quick time of greeting isn't a break in the
worship but rather a continuation of our worship.
Take five minutes to grab a cup of coffee and say

hello to someone you haven't met yet.




Question 1: What is God?

Answer: God is the creator and sustainer of everyone and
everything. He is eternal, infinite, and unchangeable in his power
and perfection, goodness and glory, wisdom, justice, and truth.
Nothing happens except through him and by his will.

Isaiah 42:1-7 (NLT)

“Look at my servant, whom | strengthen.

He is my chosen one, who pleases me.

| have put my Spirit upon him.

He will bring justice to the nations.

He will not shout

or raise his voice in public.

He will not crush the weakest reed

or put out a flickering candle.

He will bring justice to all who have been wronged.

He will not falter or lose heart

until justice prevails throughout the earth.

Even distant lands beyond the sea will wait for his instruction.”
God, the Lord, created the heavens and stretched them out.
He created the earth and everything in it.

He gives breath to everyone,

life to everyone who walks the earth.

And it is he who says,

"I, the Lord, have called you to demonstrate my righteousness.
I will take you by the hand and guard you,

and | will give you to my people, Israel,

as a symbol of my covenant with them.

And you will be a light to guide the nations.

You will open the eyes of the blind.

You will free the captives from prison,

releasing those who sit in dark dungeons.”

* 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work." God's word is precious.
This time is less about the words of the preacher and more about the words of God.
So here at The Porch we usually go through an entire book of the Bible verse by
verse. We want to soak up the truth. We want to see Jesus on every page. We want
to know the gospel better than we did yesterday. When that happens, we will be
more loving, more humble, more hopeful, more joyful, and more blown away by

what we learn about our King.



Luke 24:13-35 That very day two of them were
going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking
with each other about all these things that had
happened. 15 While they were talking and
discussing together, Jesus himself drew near
and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept
from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them,
“What is this conversation that you are holding
with each other as you walk?” And they stood
still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor
to Jerusalem who does not know the things that
have happened there in these days?” 19 And he
said to them, “What things?” And they said to
him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, 20 and how our chief
priests and rulers delivered him up to be
condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third
day since these things happened. 22 Moreover,
some women of our company amazed us. They
were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and
when they did not find his body, they came back
saying that they had even seen a vision of
angels, who said that he was alive.



24 Some of those who were with us went
to the tomb and found it just as the

women had said, but him they did not see.”
25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the
Christ should suffer these things and enter into
his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself.
28 So they drew near to the village to which they
were going. He acted as if he were going
farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying,
“Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the
day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with
them. 30 When he was at table with them, he
took the bread and blessed and broke it and
gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened,
and they recognized him. And he vanished from
their sight. 32 They said to each other, “"Did not
our hearts burn within us while he talked to us
on the road, while he opened to us the
Scriptures?” 33 And they rose that same hour
and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the
eleven and those who were with them gathered
together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen indeed,
and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told
what had happened on the road, and how he
was known to them in the breaking of the bread.



Genesis 3:15 "l will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise
your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

Isaiah 53:5 “But he was pierced for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his wounds we are healed.”

Zechariah 12:10 "And | will pour out on the
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that,
when they look on me, on him whom they have
pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one
mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over
him, as one weeps over a firstborn.”

CS Lewis"All that we call human history—
money, poverty, ambition, war, prostitution,
classes, empires, slavery—the long terrible story
of man trying to find something other than God
which will make him happy.”

TIM KELLE R

PLUGGED



https://bookshop.org/p/books/plugged-in-connecting-your-faith-with-what-you-watch-read-and-play-daniel-strange/7028886
https://bookshop.org/p/books/the-stories-we-tell-how-tv-and-movies-long-for-and-echo-the-truth-mike-cosper/16599689

Singing

* In the sermon we listened to the gospel preached. Here, we
respond with worship. We sing the praises of the God who has
saved us and given us hope.

Confession & Lament
Communion
Singing

* The gospel is not the story of what we do to earn God's love. The
gospel is the story of what God has done to bring us back to life.
The problem is that we are forgetful and we all constantly slip into
moralism where we think that we need to live a certain way to earn
God's love. This is the time in our gathering where we intentionally
confess our sin and take communion to remind us of the grace of
God. We remember that we are not redeemed by doing anything.

We are redeemed by the death of Jesus in our place.

Benediction

Romans 15:5-6

*May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with
Christ Jesus, ¢ that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

*We are not just followers of King Jesus for a few hours on Sunday
morning. We are ambassadors of his kingdom everywhere we go.
With our families. At work. With our friends and neighbors. So every
week, we finish our gatherings by remembering that we represent
him everywhere we go and that we are called to radically love

people so that they see him in our lives.
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