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About Our Liturgy

We are all creatures of habit. Habits and
rhythms shape who we are. Our Sunday
gatherings are designed to help us press the
story of Jesus into our souls and change who
we are by repeating that same story over

and over again.

Every week we gather to remember and
celebrate these same old gospel truths: that
we are sinners but we have a great savior.
That the death and resurrection of Jesus
brought his kingdom here. That we have
been adopted into the family of God. That
he has called us to love each other and our
city. That we were created for a perfect

world, and that this world is not all there is.

So we invite you to participate with us as a

group of imperfect people who tell the same

story over and over again, the story of King

Jesus.




Call To Worship

Singing

* The American author David Foster Wallace wrote, “In the day-to-day trenches of
adult life, there is actually no such thing as atheism. There is no such thing as not
worshiping. Everybody worships. The only choice we get is what to worship.” This is
a powerful statement from a man who was not a follower of Jesus. He was 100%
correct. We all have something at the center of our lives. Something that we believe
will make us happy. Something that will fulfill us. Even those who follow Jesus often
find that we are serving idols, something that ultimately won't fulfill us.

The gospel story tells us what will: Jesus Christ. Only he can fulfill us. Only he can
redeem us. Only he can heal our deep spiritual wounds. Only he can give hope.
Serving him as king is why we were created. This is why we open our gatherings with
worship. Music touches our souls in a way that nothing else can. And so we use music
as the people of God have done for thousands of years to remind ourselves that we

serve and amazing King and that only he should be at the center of our lives.




VISITOR CONNECT

new here?

let us know who you are

porchsf.com/sunday

subscribe to the podcast
porchsf.com/sermons

* One of the beautiful facets of the gospel is how it brings all kinds of people
together (Galatians 3:28). We are God's people. We are called to live our lives
together and to love one another. In this part of our gathering, we celebrate this
truth. We pray for each other. We chat while getting coffee and tea. We talk about

what's going on in the life of the family.



https://www.porchsf.com/sunday
https://www.porchsf.com/sermons
https://www.porchsf.com/welcome#new-page-2
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https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2022/12/10/spring
https://www.porchsf.com/give
https://www.porchsf.com/pastoralupdates/2022/12/10/spring

Prayer

Monthly Schedule

Week 1: We read a prayer from church history.
Week 2: We take requests and pray for each other.
Week 3: Congregational Prayer.

Week 4: Praying the Psalms.

Week 5: We take requests and pray for each other.

Coffee

This quick time of greeting isn't a break in the
worship but rather a continuation of our worship.
Take five minutes to grab a cup of coffee and say

hello to someone you haven't met yet.




Question 1: What is our only hope in life and
death?

Answer: That we are not our own but belong, body and
soul, both in life and death, to God and to our Savior
Jesus Christ.

Acts 10:34-43 (CSB)

Peter began to speak: “Now | truly understand that God
doesn't show favoritism, but in every nation, the person
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to
him. He sent the message to the Israelites, proclaiming
the good news of peace through Jesus Christ— he is
Lord of all.

You know the events that took place throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John
preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power, and how he went about
doing good and healing all who were under the tyranny of
the devil, because God was with him.

We ourselves are witnesses of everything he did in
both the Judean country and in Jerusalem, and yet they
killed him by hanging him on a tree. God raised up this
man on the third day and caused him to be seen, not by
all the people, but by us whom God appointed as
witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one appointed by
God to be the judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him, that through his name
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins.”

* 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work." God's word is precious.
This time is less about the words of the preacher and more about the words of God.
So here at The Porch we usually go through an entire book of the Bible verse by
verse. We want to soak up the truth. We want to see Jesus on every page. We want
to know the gospel better than we did yesterday. When that happens, we will be
more loving, more humble, more hopeful, more joyful, and more blown away by

what we learn about our King.



Luke 24:1-12 But on the first day of the
week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb,
taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And
they found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not
find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they
were perplexed about this, behold, two men
stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as
they were frightened and bowed their faces
to the ground, the men said to them, “Why
do you seek the living among the dead? 6
He is not here, but has risen. Remember
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,
7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into
the hands of sinful men and be crucified and
on the third day rise.” 8 And they
remembered his words, 9 and returning from
the tomb they told all these things to the
eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was
Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the
mother of James and the other women with
them who told these things to the apostles,
11 but these words seemed to them an idle
tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But
Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by
themselves; and he went home marveling at
what had happened.



Matthew
28:17 “"And
when they saw
him they worshiped
him, but some

doubted.”

Romans 6:9 “We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.”

Revelation 1:18 “[| am] the living one. | died,
and behold | am alive forevermore, and |
have the keys of Death and Hades.”

John 20:7 "“and the face cloth, which had
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
cloths but folded up in a place by itself.”

A. W. Tozer “The Christian church is helpless
and hopeless if it is stripped of the reality
and historicity of the bodily resurrection of
Jesus Christ.”

NT Wright “The two things which must be
regarded as historically secure when we talk
about the first Easter are the emptiness of
the tomb and the meetings with the risen
Jesus.”



Tim Keller “| sympathize with the
person who says, “So what if | can't
think of an alternate explanation? The

resurrection just couldn’t happen.” Let's not
forget, however, that first-century people felt
exactly the same way. They found the
resurrection just as inconceivable as you do.
The only way anyone embraced the
resurrection back then was by letting the
evidence challenge and change their
worldview, their view of what was possible.
They had just as much trouble with the
claims of the resurrection as you, yet the
evidence—both of the eyewitness accounts
and the changed lives of Christ’s followers—
was overwhelming.”

Luke 1:1-3 “Inasmuch as many have
undertaken to compile a narrative of the
things that have been accomplished among
us, 2 just as those who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word
have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good
to me also, having followed all things closely
for some time past, to write an
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Clement of Alexandria "Christ has
smenn  turned all our sunsets into
dawns.”


https://bookshop.org/p/books/how-to-talk-about-jesus-without-being-that-guy-personal-evangelism-in-a-skeptical-world-sam-chan/14495851

Singing

* In the sermon we listened to the gospel preached. Here, we
respond with worship. We sing the praises of the God who has
saved us and given us hope.

Confession & Lament
Communion
Singing

* The gospel is not the story of what we do to earn God's love. The
gospel is the story of what God has done to bring us back to life.
The problem is that we are forgetful and we all constantly slip into
moralism where we think that we need to live a certain way to earn
God's love. This is the time in our gathering where we intentionally
confess our sin and take communion to remind us of the grace of
God. We remember that we are not redeemed by doing anything.

We are redeemed by the death of Jesus in our place.

Benediction

Jude 24-25

* Now to him who is able to keep
you from stumbling and to present
you blameless before the presence
of his glory with great joy, °to the
only God, our Savior, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all time and now and
forever. Amen.

*We are not just followers of King Jesus for a few hours on Sunday
morning. We are ambassadors of his kingdom everywhere we go.
With our families. At work. With our friends and neighbors. So every
week, we finish our gatherings by remembering that we represent
him everywhere we go and that we are called to radically love

people so that they see him in our lives.
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